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VETERINARY OFFICERS IN SoutH AFRICA. 


The good news from the seat of war reminds us that 
veterinary officers have been shut up in Kimberley 
and Ladysmith for months, enduring the dangers and 
hardships to which all the defenders were subject. 
Whilst rejoicing at their liberation we can only hope 
that they will resume duty with health and strength un- 
impaired. Even more deadly than bullets and shells are 
the diseases which spread when vast numbers of human 
beings are contained in a limited space where food and 
water are not always such as one would choose. We 
shall be glad when we hear that our lately beseiged 
officers are in enjoyment of perfect health after all their 
hardships. 


; VETERINARY Socrety MEETINGS. 


On the last Saturday of every month we devote a page 
to the publication of the names of officers of every 
Society with the date of meeting. This was first done 
to assist secretaries in avoiding the choice of the same 
date by two neighbouring societies. Just lately we 
have seen four societies hold meetings on two days. At 
all of these excuses were received from members who 
would have been present had they not already accepted 
invitations from some other society. It is surely not 
difficult to arrange that a body meeting not more than 
three times a year should not select the very day on 
which a neighbouring society intends to meet. The 
explanation, do doubt, is that officers change from year 
to year and new dates are chosen for local convenience in 
forgetfulness of other fixtures. A glance at the dates in 
our last monthly numbers would prevent this—provided 


— would notice whether our lists and dates are 
correct, 


ELEcTION oF CoUNCIL. 


At one or two recent meetings of societies reference 
has been made to the election of members of Council 
ouch takes place in May. As a rule two or three socie- 
hee together in pressing the claims of a candidate. 
. eannual dinners it is not unusual to hear a member 
( — refer to himself as “ your nominee on the 
akin: and the members of the society reciprocate by 
Peaking of “our member.” Fortunately half the mem- 
i of the various societies do not take the local claims 
‘ ee but give their votes to others than the 
ae of the society. The prominent action of the 

ne In selecting candidates for Council does good by 

Me he attention to the representation of the profession 
mr y Constitution of its governing body. The danger 

4! action is that instead of getting as Councilmen 


t 
© best brains of the whole profession we may only get | 


ee intelligence of a district. Last year there 

No chanon Council had reached perfection and 

thirty nee = desirable! Is it so now? Have we the 

or on] h st men in the profession at Red Lion Square, 
y the best from little districts. 


GLANDERS AND 


Gereral Manager of the Glasgow 
stud of a has issued areport on the testing of his 


"ses with mallein. We publish it almost 
It is both interesting and instructive. 


The stud consisted of over four thousand horses, 
and had been comparatively healthy for some years. 
Isolated cases, however, of glanders have been seen 
occasionally since 1895, and one or two infected ani- 
mals bad been discovered on post-mortem exami- 
nation. 

In 1899 two or three cases of the disease were 
detected in July and steps were taken to ascertain to 
what extent glanders existed in the infected stud. 
Batches of horses—from 70 to i100—were injected 
with mallein by the veterinary inspector of the local 
authority and a considerable number reacted. By 
arrangement with the authorities all the reacting 
horses were slaughtered, one-fourth value being paid 
for all visibly diseased, and full value for those 
which disclosed no specific lesions. The slaughtered 
horses were in first class condition, no clinical sign 
of disease existed, and the post-mortem lesions indi- 
cated only a very early stage of disease. 

Under the circumstances the General Manager con- 
sidered the proceedings wasteful and unnecessary. 
He reported to his committee and obtained their 
sanction to apply the mallein test to the remainder 
of the stud privately — without the intervention of the 
local authority. The testing was then carried out 
by Mr. Hamilton, the veterinary surgeon, and the 
results are embodied in Mr. Young’s report. Out of 
3572 horses not tested by the local authority Mr. 
Hamilton found 238 react to the mallein test. One 
stud tested by the authorities was re-tested by Mr. 
Hamilton and 30 additional cases were discovered. 
This, as Mr. Young points out, shows the necessity 
of re-testing all large studs in which disease has 
existed. 

As the result of the general testing of the stud 
278 horses were found giving a decided reaction. 
These animals were repeatedly retested at intervals of 
not less than three weeks, with the result that at the 
second testing only 49 reacted and that at each 
repetition of the test a decreasing number were found. 
At the sixth testing only one reacted, and at the 
seventh none. 

Similar results have been obtained in London with 
a number of studs but, so far as we know, no experi- 
ment on so large a scale as this at Glasgow has been 
systematically carried out in this country. Professor 
Nocard has done similar work in France with some- 
what similar results, but Mr. Young deserves great 
credit for his practical experiment. 

There are two questions still undecided : 

(a) Are the horses free from glanders or are they 
only immune to mallein for a time ? and 

(6) Have they spontaneously recovered or have 
they been cured ? 

The first question can be settled by time and by 
careful bacteriological experiment when the reacting 
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horses die or are killed. It may be that these horses 
after death will show glanders lesions in the lungs, 
but ic is essential to demonstrate whether the lesions 
are infective or not. This can only be done by inocu- 
lation of guinea-pigs and by attempts to grow the 
bacilli on such media as are known to be favourable 
to their development. 

If, as the result of experiment, it be shown that 
the nodules from the lungs of horses that have 
ceased to react to mallein are non-infecuive, then we 
arrive at the second question—is the condition the 
result of spontaneous recovery, or a cure due to 
mallein ? 

Itis unfortunate that Mr. Young was not a veteri- 
nary surgeon as then he would probably have adopted 
a@ simple course to have decided this point. Had he 
divided his 278 reacting horses into two parts and 
repeated the injections on one half of them only,--we 
should have had an experiment which would have 
gone far to settle whether mallein is only a diagnos- 
tic or whether it is a cure We believe that one re- 
action of mallein has a controlling effect on glanders, 
and we know that it is diagnostic. We know many 
cases in which one injection has not cured the 
disease—in which, after a year has elapsed, mallein 
again produces reaction. We know nothing of the 
effect of the systematic repetition of mallein injec- 

tions. Whilst we confess our indebtedness to Mr. 
Young for his most interesting experiment we regret 
that he has missed the opportunity to help settle an 
important point in the prevention and treatment of 
glanders. 

Mr. Young has recommended pis’ Corporation to 
follow up the investigation by bacteriological exam- 
ination of the lungs of the horses which have ceased 
to react to mallein. We have nodoubt the authori- 
ties will avail themselves of this unique opportunity, 
and veterinary science will then have been greatly 
assisted. 

It really seems too bad that, with a Government 
Department specially formed to investigate, among 
other things, the contagious diseases of animals, it 
should have been left to a City Corporation to carry 
out the best bit of work on glanders that has been 
attempted. The Board of Agriculture promised 
nearly two years ago to carry out some experiments 
with mallein. Up to now we know of nothing they 
have done. The Board made their prospective ex- 
periments an excuse for neglecting the disease, and 
glanders has been increasing ever since. Without 
any more experiments there is a sound basis for very 
extensive alteration of the existing law. When 
Glasgow has finished the work commenced byvits 
tramway manager we shall know all that is necessary 
for the complete extermination of the worst of equine 


plagues. 
Why the general manager of a tramway company 
should have signed a report on a disease of horses as if 


it were all his own work we cannot imagine. It would 
have been less egotistical to have written a covering 
letter explanatory of a report compared and signed by the 
veterinary surgeon who did the work. Do general mana- 
gers write reports on engineering? Of course not—but 
everybody understands horses and their diseases ! ! 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


OBSCURE CASE—FOREIGN BODY. 


The article by Mr. R. O. F. Stewart, which ap. 
pears in your issue of the 10th inst., has induced me 
_ to send a few notes on a peculiar case which came 

under my notice on June 30th of last year. 

The subject was a red shorthorn cow which had 
calved some six weeks previously, having, as the 
owner said, given birth to an extraordinary large 


calf; the event, however, taking place naturally and 
with only slight assistance being rendered. 

The history of the case was briefly as follows. 
|About 14 days from the date of calving the cow had 
| been noticed to fall away in condition, and although 
the quantity of milk she gave had not diminished, her 
appetite was very capricious. The cow would 
occasionally take what the owner called her “full 
whack ”’ and then refuse to eat for 10 or 12 hours 
On my arrival the cow was recumbent in an orchard, 
and when made to get up (which she always did 
reluctantly) no difficulty was observed in her ability 
todo so. When standing her position was much 
like a horse suffering from laminitis in one fore foot, 
the weight being thrown on the hind quarters. On 
forcing her to move the action was peculiar, always 
a kind of run with her back stuck up or arched, 
emaciation was prominent and she carried no belly, 
being extremely “‘ tucked up,” and when left aloue 
would immediately lie down again with apparent 
velief. The general appearance of the cow whel 
down would give a casual observer the impressiol 
that the cow had been kept short of food, the skim 
was clean, bright, and pliable, the muzzle full 
bedewed with moisture; she licked herself and 
chewed her cud. Close examination revealed pul 
58 and irritable; temperature 103°2 ; respirations 34; 
visible mucous membranes bright but watery; °* 
glassy and staring. Auscultation revealed no lesions 
to my observations, and the fecal evacuations welt 
quite natural. Although I felt somewhat puzzl 
with the case my first impression was that I had 4 
case of tuberculosis to deal with. , 

The emunctories being natural and there havits 
been no sign of diarrhea, straining, or abnormal ds 
charges from the vagina since the date of calving, 
aperient did not strongly suggest itself, althoug? 
commenced operations with one. The heat oo 
intense at the time I suspected depression from ae 
and ordered the cow to be housed in the shade W! i 
libsral allowance of nutritious food to be ~< 
littles, and often, to prevent her indulging ™ 
occasional by-meal. degre® 

Two days later I found the temperature mS “ 
lower, pulse less frequent and easier ; appr nert® 
changed. *I followed up with vegetable an 
tonics alternated with febrifuge doses. 

A week later there was a slight genera 
ment, save that the temperature still rear 
degrees above normal. Same treatment P rse of 


im rove 


Macadam’s Desiccated Malt for mixing W! 
and drinking water. This latter course ves 


another 14 days with the addition of 
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a further improvement in the appetite and the quan- 
tity of food taken. But unfortunately the advantage 
was only of short duration, for the increased tax on 
the digestive apparatus brought up the temperature 
to 105 and the cow for several days refused to take 
food voluntarily. I made what alterations in treat- 
ment I thought might rally her condition and as the 
quantity of milk given at this time was little short 
of her average quantity, I ordered her to be dried in 
the hope of staying the emaciation. After 2 or 3 
weeks further treatment the cow made erratic efforts 
to improve but | could see that the wasting was be- 
coming more marked, and the amount of food taken 
insufficient to compensate the lost condition. I had 
begun to eonsider tbe peculiarity of the symptoms 
presented. suggested the presevce of a foreign body as 
the cause of the mischief, and ventured (somewhat 


hesitatingly) on my last visit, Sept. 13th, to inform 
the owner of this view. 

Thecow was destroyed some days later when, in — 
the presence of several neighbouring farmers, the | 
owner found impacted between the leaves of the — 
omasum a broken }inch stud, about 14 inch long, on | 
which was screwed a nut. The last molar tooth in the | 
upper right jaw was broken off nearly level with the 
jaw bone, indicating that the stud had been severely 


gripped between the teeth before it was swallowed. 


_ The most prominent symptoms persistently exhibited 


up to the time of death, were the animal’s desire to 
constantly lie down, temperature remaining always 
above normal, staring eyes, increased respirations 
after feeding, peculiar run or quick walk when made 
to move, gradual wasting; these, combined with 
constancy in chewing her cud and the other healthful 
indications before mentioned served to furnish me 
with a puzzling case. 

An important feature revealed by post-mortem 
examination is the fact that the omasum can tolerate 
such long continued irritation without the digestive 
and assimilative processes being markedly interrupted. 
The food taken was evidently well digested and 
properly assimilated. Emaciation resulting more 
from the inadequacy of the quantity taken, or the 
limited capabilities of the digestive process under the 
altered peculiar circumstance, as when the cow was 
drenched with concentrated food stuffs she counter- 
acted this by taking less voluntarily (nausea). 

I much regret not having been present when the 
post-mortem was made so as to have given details of 
the conditions surrounding the broken stud. 


Gro. T. Cannon, V.8. 
West Malling. 


WARTS ON CATTLE IN SYDNEY. 
rie 8 recent visit to the tick-infested country 
OUutbreg in District, Queensland, 1 observed an 
among i which has only lately appeared 

X inoe ie which _had a few months previously 
had Torey _ against tick-fever and which later 
Ting in : adly infested with cattle ticks, on some 

Mae that locality. 


m 25 to 80 per cent. of the animals are | 


as large as decanters, a mass of warts. 


affected in a greater or less degree, some only slightly, 
while in others the animals are almost covered with 
them, when they resemble patches of barnacles. 
They are to be seen on all parts of animals and vary 
in size, from that of a pea to 3 inches in diameter by 
2 to 8 inches in height where single, and the patches 
extend to 6 inches and more in diameter in accom- 
panying photograph of an affected animal. 


In many cases the scrotum of young bulls may be seen 
They may be 
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broken off without much difficulty, leaving a flat sur- 
face with blood flowing from it. It is considered to 
be contagious from contact with the blood flowing 
from it, and appears to cause considerable irritation 
in bad cases, the animals rubbing violently against 
posts, trees, etc., from which it is said to be com- 
municated to other beasts. They are said to remain 
on the animal 6 months and upwards, and generally 
drop off, butin some bad cases suppuration ensues 
and an ulcerating sore, vulgarly called a cancer, is 
produced. 

The question of the contagiousness of these warts 
has not yet been tested. They are supposed to arise 
from poverty of blood and consequent derangement 
of the functions of the skin after local irritation 
caused by gross infestation of ticks. 

I might mention here that the scrotum of bull 
calves grossly infested with ticks in that part fre- 
quently becomes withered, hard, and calloused and 
resembles a solid piece of gristle, the testicles become 
forced into the pelvis, and the cords greatly thickened, 
making castration difficult. 

EK. P. Fosrer, Stock Inspector, N.S.W. 

Sydney, Dec. 14th, 1899. 


(We are indebted to Prof. Bowhill for the photograph which we 
reproduce on preceding page. | 


FETISHISM IN VETERINARY SURGERY. 
By E. Watus Hoarz, F.R.C.V.S., Cork. 


In The Lancet for February 10th there appeared an 
interesting article on F¢tishism in Surgery” by 
Mr. Stanmore Bishop, F.R.C.S. After reading this 
article and pondering over the valuable lessons 
taught therein, 1 asked myself whether “ fetishism ”’ 
existed in veterinary surgery or not, and after a little 
deliberation I was enabled to answer the question in 
the affirmative. 

It exists in the various departments of veterinary 
surgery, but certainly not to the same extent as in 
former times, when anyone who had the temerity to 
depart from the dictum laid down by his ancestors, 
or to question the methods of operations in vogue, 
was regarded as an experimenter, a theorist, and in 
fact anything but a good practitioner. The actual 
cautery, blisters, caustics, etc. were regarded as veri- 
table fetishes, because they were highly recommend- 
ed and their use adopted by those holding high posi- 
tions in the profession. Can we state that in the 
present day similar views are not held, though of 
course not to the same extent as formerly ? 

Take for example the operation of castration, a 
very simple one no doubt, yet we frequently hear and 
read of practitioners who assert that the only safe 
way of performing it is by the use of the actual cau- 
tery. The actual cautery has a great deal of the 
fetish attached to it, and it is regarded in some 
quarters as possessed of wonderful powers for good. 
It is useless trying to persuade its admirers that 
other methods of preventing hemorrhage are prefera- 
ble and more in accordance with modern ideas of sur- 
gery. They like the old method and do not wish to give 
it up for any new fangled one, besides, they might be 
unlucky if they did so. The “ frizzling” and “ cook- 


ing’’ of tissues has a charm for them that new 
methods do not possess. Then did not their ances. 
tors adopt it with success, and why should they 
change ? 

They are unable to give any tangible reason for 
the superiority of their method, neither can they 
adduce any arguments to prove that other methods 
are erroneous. Even in the prevention of hemor. 
rhage in cases other than castration, we hear the 
actual cautery lauded to the highest degree, and no 
thought is ever given to surgical methods that are 
well known to be more efficacious and less harmful 
to the patient. 

In a similar manner the operation of firing 
is often carried on to an absurd extent, when 
in many instances it would very well be avoided. 
Here the fetish of the actual cautery again comes in, 
it is the custom to fire for everything wrong with the 
limbs, this is the ideal treatment and must. be good. 
And nothing less than the red hot iron will suffice; 
the modern method by the thermo-cautery is sneered 
at, and condemned without a trial. 

Then we have the craze for the “ standing opera- 
tion’’ in castration. It is a real fetish, 
and no arguments will convince its supporters 
of the danger in connection with it; it is 
a question of saving of time and of labour, and 
scientific surgery must take second place. It depends 
much on the agility of the operator, not on surgical 
skill, and if now and again hernia is encountered 
and the animal is destroyed, or if the acrobatic sur- 
geon fails and has to cast the colt after great exer- 
tions and a half finished operation, that does not 
matter, the fetish must be honoured. Bes 

The employment of “clams” and “ caustic 
clams in castration receives great admiration from 
some practitioners. It is so safe and successful in 
their hands, and all danger of hemorrhage is avoided. 
It makes no difference to them to pay a second visit 
to the colt, to remove these emblems of primeval 
surgery, neither does it matter from a practical point 
of view, if the cord is exposed to the air for an ul 
necessary length of time and irritated by caustics. 
The fetish must be observed, and the method must be 
correct. 

The treatment of sinusesby means of caustics ete. 
and the time-honoured setons is still advocated by 
some. 

The sloughing process must still hold its place 
although discarded by human surgeons. Quittors, 
poll-evil, fistulous withers etc. are still “ cored out 

by means of strong irritants, or by the hotiron. 2° 
modern method by the free use of the knife is often 
ignored, and the above practised because it was 
adopted by someone of note and proved success * 
Fibrous tumours instead of being dissected out a 
surgical manner, are often treated by the ‘or. 
ing” system of surgery; although slow 10 
is safe, say its advocates, and we run no risk of - 

hemorrhage. So the patients are tortured = 
irritants, setons and blisters, and very vy 
tumour is not effectually removed. Some P bo 
tioners have a marked dislike to the employer i 
the knife and have a pious fear of hemorrhage. ns, 


‘accounts in some instances for' the fetish “ations for 


caustics, and piece-meal surgery. In opera 
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hernia, the method by “clams”’ still holds great 
sway, or the equally barbarous one by skewers, for 
umbilical hernia. It would be useless to try 
and persuade these operators that the sac can be 
opened with safety and the ring closed by sutures, 
provided that antiseptic precautions are rigidly 
adhered to. 

In the treatment of wounds a fetish still 
occasionally exists with reference to the use of 
certain celebrated ‘oils’ and dressings etc. 
Modern surgery teaches that so long as proper 
drainage exists and the part is kept aseptic, it 
matters little what antiseptic dressing we adopt, but 
experience clearly teaches that the dressing should 
contain nothing likely to cause irritation or to inter- 
fere with healing. Fomenting and poulticing are 
sometimes carried out to an absurd extent in the 
treatment of wounds and other injuries, when a little 
consideration would show that the dry antiseptic 
system will give far better results. 

There is really no difference between the treatment 
of wounds in human beings and those in horses. Of 
course we must admit that surrounding circum. 
stances vastly differ, and great difficulties are 
encountered in our efforts to adopt strict anti- 
septic measures. Nevertheless the broad principles 
are similar in both, and it is to be hoped that the 
celebrated ‘‘ white oils’? and stimulating liniments 
in the treatment of wounds will shortly be regarded 
as relics of the past. 

In veterinary medicine also we find some 
traces of fetishism existing. If a well-known 
authority teaches that one line of treatment 
1s the only proper one to adopt in certain 
diseases, his dictum is regarded by many as one to be 
observed with reverence, and no one is supposed to 
question the correctness of his views. But as dog- 
matic medicine is, or at least ought to be a thing of 
the past, the fetish of Draconian rules in the treat- 
ment of disease is less honoured in the present day, 
than formerly. 

Men think for themselves, and draw deductions 
from their own experience, instead of implicitly 

epending on others to teach them rules for treat- 
ment. One authority advocates the use of counter- 
lritants in the treatment of thoracic affections, while 
another condemns their employment in a vigorous 
manner, Each is quite entitled to his opinion, and 

® general practitioner soon learns by his own 
&xperience when such measures are indicated or 
otherwise. Similar remarks would apply to the 
*uployment of stimulants in the affections mentioned 
above, and the person to decide whether a case re- 
ee stimulants or otherwise is the practitioner 
20 1s attending the patient. He should not be 
a by any dogmas or led by any authorities, but 
‘can, study the progress of the case. If 
Thile tt are indicated he should prescribe them, 
€ patient is going on well without these 
ae Would be unwise to order them simply be- 

“eit was the custom to do so. 
Primes experience teaches us that the less drug- 

, nd drenching the patients are subjected to the 


t, but when certain drugs are indicated, they 


Again, in the treatment of abdominal affections a 
fetish exists, viz, that of administering an aloetic 
purgative in every case presenting symptoms of colic. 
Some authority advises.it and so it must be correct. 
We hear even that there are some practitioners who 
venture to diagnose every case of abdominal pain, and 
can distinguish at the outset those which are simple 
colic from those which time proves to be enteritis or 
some equally fatal affection. It seems a pity that 
all are not equally gifted in this respect—that is if 
such talent ever does exist, for ordinary mortals 
who occasionally make post-mortem examinations, 
and compare the symptoms presented with the 
results observed at the autopsies, are bound to con- 
fess that it is difficult if not impossible to make a 


definite diagnosis in a case of abdominal pain or to 
locate its cause. 
administering an aloetic physic ball in cases present- 
ing symptoms of abdominal pain, in the hope of 
removing the cause therof, is surely not a rational 
one, for we know perfectly well that it is only a 
** happy hit,’’ when a correct diagnosis is made in 
such cases, and we also know that in cases of simple 
colic the ordinary anodyne draught relieves the 
patient without any risk. 


The “ happy-go-lucky ’”’ system of 


It is not because cases of enteritis, etc., generally 


die that we are justified in further adding to the tor- 
tures of the patient by administering an active cathar- 
tic, on the chance that the affection is one of simple 
colic and the physic will do no harm, while if any- 
thing else is wrong the animal will die anyhow. 
Our duty is to relieve pain and not to increase it. 
Can we say, after an experience of many autopsies, 
that if active cathartics had been administered in 
certain cases death would not have occurred? Com- 
mon sense dictates that the condition we observe at 
the autopsy, by no means indicates the state of 
affairs that existed at the commencement of the 
affection. We do not know the exact cause of enteritis 
or volvulus, or the conditions present in the primary 
stages of these affections; in our present state of 
knowledge we can only theorise on the subject. Still 
if we can do no good in such cases, we should cer- 
tainly avoid adopting measures that possibly may be 
productive of a fatal result. 


The fetish of the antiphlogistic treatment of cases 


is becoming far less honoured in the present day, 
and as our knowledge of pathology progresses, our 
therapeutics will be based on more rational lines. 


withheld, and no hard and fast rule 


d the practitioner. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND MEAT 
INSPECTION. 


As a regular reader of the veterinary periodicals 


and a close observer of veterinary politics, I hope I 
may be permitted from abroad to make a few re- 
marks on the momentous question of meat inspec- 
tion and the proposed veterinary health service. A 
fearful outcry has been raised because the Sanitary 
Institute has seen fit to institute examinations for 
their inspectors of meat and give them certificates of 
efficiency. 


The only wonder to me is that they have not done 


it long ago. If the supervision of slaughterhouses 
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and the general administration of meat inspection is | 
eventually put into the hands of a veterinary health 
service, which of course every veterinary surgeon 
agrees should be done, these very men would be of 
the utmost use as a subordinate staff to the veteri- 
nary officers. 

As the methods of meat inspection developed the 
examination should be made more searching, and it 
should be in the hands of veterinary surgeons. If 
the veterinary profession think that the British 
public will pay £300 a year and upwards for veteri- 
nary surgeons to inspect meat when they can get 
meat inspectors on less than half the pay to do it, 
I think it is very much mistaken. Surely the line 
to take is that all meat inspection should be under 
the supervision and administration of a district 
veterinary officer of health, who should not only con- 
trol meat inspection but all matters connected with 
animal contagious disease in his district. 

On occasions and if necessary in consultation with 
the medical officer of health he would be in a posi- 
tion to advise the district authorities. These should 
be very well paid billets and the profession should 
combine to make them so. The veterinary profes- 
sion surely do not expect every little town and 
village in England to engage a veterinary surgeon to 
inspect the meat. The public slaughterhouses in 
small places must be run more economically, but 
they should be under the supervision of the veteri- 
nary officer of health for the district. 

In large towns like Manchester the case is rather 
different. There is plenty of work there for a veteri- 
nary surgeon to act as Director of Public Slaughter- 
houses, but he can do no more than crercise a general 
supervision, and must have a subordinate staff. Who 
will answer the purpose better than certificated 
inspectors of the Sanitary Institute if the examina- 
tion is ona sound basis? If any veterinary surgeon 
wishes to become a meat inspector let him pass the 
examination of the Sanitary Institute or become a 
member without doing so. His superior, the veteri- 
nary officer of health or the Director of Public 
Slaughterhouses will no doubt be extremely pleased to 
recommend his appointment to the authorities, as he 
would presumably have a better educated man for the 
purpose under him. 

The expense that a man is put to in qualifying for 
the veterinary profession and his position as a pro- 
fessional man surely preclude him from taking these 
very minor appointments. By all means agitate for 
meat inspection to be placed in the hands of the 
veterinary profession, but do not by dog-in-the 
manger policy destroy the chances of having a very 
fairly efficieat subordinate staff of inspectors. 

A remark made at a veterinary medical society 
meeting not long ago was, I thought, very funny and 
quite symptomatic of present feeling. The gentle- 
man under reference inferred that if a man could not 
tell the carcase weight of a pig he was not fit to be a 
meat inspector. Would anyone deny that Professor 
So-and-So, a leading light of the veterinary pro- 
fession, and perhaps a lecturer on meat inspection, 
was not fit to be a meat inspector? Yet he might 
easily not be able to estimate the carcase weight 


with anything approaching accuracy. I admit that 
it would bean advantage for the inspector to know, 


and he should be examined on the subject. Would 
it be very serious, though, if the veterinary officer of 
health or Director of Public Slaughterhouses did not 
know? I venture to state that many veterinary 
surgeons would not know, and yet be extremely 
efficient supervisors of meat inspection. In view of 
future events I should like to suggest that in addition 
to learning to estimate the carcase weight of dead 
animals the veterinary profession should begin to 
put its house in order in regard to other educational 
subjects. 

The gentlemen who. opposed the post-graduate 
diploma of health for veterinary surgeons will have, 
I feel sure, in the near future much to answer for. 
The medical profession consider a health diploma 
a desirable thing; are we so full of knowledge as 
M.R.C.V.S. or F.R.C.V.S. that we can afford to be 
without any more? A veterinary officer of health 
to be efficient should be capable of carrying out 
bacteriological examinations of meat, milk, water 
and soil, in addition to be well up in all matters 
appertaining to public health and sanitary science. 
Can every candidate for the veterinary health ser- 
vice, suppose it existed, honestly say he has this 
knowledge ? 

Our way is barred to taking a D.P.H., which is a 
pity, but short of having an equivalent of the 
D.P.H. of our own, courses can be taken in London 
in subjects which would be of the utmost service to 
competitors for this service. 

It would surely be infra dig for a veterinary officer 
of health to have to take his specimens for bacter- 
iological examination to someone else, when with a 
little trouble, time and expense he can qualify bim- 
self for at least all minor investigations. Men with 
the above qualifications will, or should be, the men 
appointed to this new veterinary health service if 
there is one. ; 

By all means agitate, but agitate in the right 
direction, and let us strive to make ourselves 
worthy competitors in everyway for a very useful 
service. 


India, Feb. 6th, 1900. 


Nemvs. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 38th annual meeting and dinner was held on Fe 
9th, 1900, at the Grand Hotel, Manchester. ot v8 
dent of the Association, Mr. J oseph Abson, F.R. me 
Sheffield, occupied the chair, and the following es 
were present: Messrs. A. K. Hart, T. Hopkir, 
Lawson, .Locke, H. Locke (hon. sec.), an 
Wolstenholme, Manchester ; Wm. Stothert, Blac no 
W. Packman, Bury - R. O. Stafford, Crewe; J. = - 
Huddersfield ; W. Hunting, London ; and by Wat 
Wigan ; the guests included Drs. Niven, 408 Zndley, 
chester ; Tattersall, M.O.H., Salford; A. E. br Anais 
M.O.H., Bury ; M. Young, M.O.H., rs 
M.O.H., Huddersfield ; Mr, Robinson, Presiden: 
Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association, 4? 


A. W. Mason and Percy Abson. 
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Apologies for absence were received from Professors 
Williams, McCall, Hobday, Delépine, Dewar, and 
Messrs. W. Fraser, President Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons; W. Malcolm, W. MacCarmick, J. H. 
Carter, and Bowes. 

On the proposition of Mr. Wolstenholme, seconded by 
Mr. Alex. Lawson, the minutes of the December meet- 
ing were taken as read, while those of a Committee 
meeting held on January 16th, 1900, were approved on 
the motion of Mr. McKinna, seconded by Mr. Lawson. 


ELECTIONS. 


Professor Hoppay, F.R.C.V.S., (honorary member) 
roposed by Mr. McKinna. and seconded by Mr. 

olstenholme. 

Mr. James MircHenL, M.R.C.V.S., Manchester, pro- 

ed by Mr. Lawson, and seconded by Mr. Wolsten- 
olme. 

Mr. J.S. Luoyp, M.R.C.V.S., Manchester, proposed by 
Mr. H. Locke, and seconded by Mr. Wolstenholme. 

The PRESIDENT then referred to the loss they had sus- 
tained by the death of an old and esteemed member, 
Mr. William Dacre. He was a regular attendant at the 
meetings, and had contributed some very interesting 
papers. He took an active interest in the Society, and 
was highly respected in the profession. They mourned 
hisabsence, and he proposed that a letter of condolence 
be sent to Mrs. Dacre and family. 

Mr. Lawson said he had much pleasure in seconding 
the proposition, as he quite endorsed the President’s 
remarks about their old friend. He had known him 
probably longer than anyone in the Society, as Mr. Dacre 
= the earliest portion of his career with the Lawson 
amily. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME having named the expense in- 
curred for a wreath Mr. McKinna proposed and Mr. 8. 
Locke seconded, the passing of the account. 

The Secretary pointed out that as instructed at the 
December meeting he communicated with Mr. Thomp- 
son, of Aspatria, in the terms suggested, but as yet he 
had not received any response. 

Mr. 8. Locke moved that Mr Thompson’s resigna- 
tion be accepted with regret, and that he should be 
asked to pay up his arrears. 

Mr. Lawson having seconded, the resolution was 
carried. 

Tue HEALTH CoNGRESS. 


The Secrerary read a communication dated Decem- 
ber 13th, 1899, from Mr. A. Jasper Anderson, hon. sec. 
to the Congress, which stated that he was sorry that all 
the sections and conferences could not have been 
arranged to meet on the first day of the Congress. The 
arrangements varied for each town where the Congress 
met, and were necessitated by purely local considera- 
tions of which outsiders had no conception. He was 
responsible for the arrangements in Blackpool, and had 

0 his best under very difficult circumstances. The 
special difficulty was to find convenient meeting rooms 
os too far away from the centre of the town. He, how- 
stag to have something to do with the arrange- 
the at Aberdeen, when he would see that the wish of 

e Lancashire Association was attended to as far as 
o le. He regarded the Conference of Veterinarians 
¥ b., very Important section of the Congress and was 

ays anxious to secure its success. He pointed out 

fon cLerution scarcely suffered anything for not going 
reeolut; © general meeting of the Congress, and that the 
gone befa passed by the Conference of Veterinarians had 
i the Council of the Institute in the same 
—" if it had previously gone before the 


The PRESIDEN j 
NT thought the reply very satisfactory, 
Ut suggested the advisability, as the time drew near 


Mr. WoLSTENHOLME, before submitting the Society’s 
balance sheet for 1899, drew attention to an expenditure 
of £7 13s. in connection with Professor Hobday’s opera- 
tions in Manchester on December 7th last and this was 
approved. 

The balance sheet was then presented and unanimously 
adopted, upon the proposition of Mr. 8. Locke, seconded 
by Mr. McKinna. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Joserpn Asson, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—I enter on the duties of my new office 
with very mixed feelings—gratitude for your kindness, 
regret for my own shortcomings, anxiety to deserve your 
good opinion and support. The worth and talents of 
those who have preceded me make my task the more 
difficult, and render me doubly dependent on your hearty 
co-operation. 

This is not the first time you have honoured me with 
your confidence, as you made me your nominee at the 
~ election of Council, an honour I appreciate to the 
ull. 

The presidential address for the year 1900 will not be 
marked by the brilliancy which characterised that of my 
worthy predecessor. No professional or political ques- 
tions are at present before the profession. Indeed, it is 
many years since the political veterinary atmosphere was 
so clear. I only heartily wish it may remain so. When 
the profession first honoured me with a seat on the 
Council, times were indeed troublous. Improvement of 
the matriculation examination, and increase in the period 
of study from three to four years, both decidedly neces- 
sary advances, with all their attendant operations and re- 
arrangements, were subjects of the greatest importance, 
in the carrying out of which divergent views naturally 
manifested themselves, and I fear a good deal of feeling 
was engendered. But this has all passed, and the work 
of the Council now goes smoothly, as least, as smoothly 
as we can expect. With this smooth working, the calls 
upon Members of Council are naturally much less.. 

I claim that the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons has done and is doing good work for 
the profession, and I believe the profession appreciates 
the labours ot its Council. If an apology is due from me 
fur touching upon Council matters, my reply must be that 
as one of your representatives I felt it incumbent upon 
me to make some reference to it. 

Where is the material for my address? The subject 
of tuberculosis has been so thoroughly ventilated and 
thrashed out that little can be added at this stage, and I 
think we are all perfectly satisfied that steps should be 
taken by the State for its suppression. We may, per- 
haps, differ somewhat as to the modus operandi, but we 
- 9 clear that sooner or later it must be accom- 

ished. 

: Then there is the subject of meat inspection, and here 
I may find some material for my address. Who is so 
well trained and fitted for the position of meat inspector 
as a veterinary surgeon? Who else understands the 
diseases of animals? And if the inspector does not 
understand the diseases of animals, how can he under- 
stand the diseases to which the flesh is heir? In saying 
this I am not going to deprecate the good work done by 
medical officers of health and their subordinates in the 
past. But I do say that the position essentially belongs 

to the veterinary surgeon, who is specially trained and 

examined in meatinspection. And, further, I think such 

appointments should carry a substantial salary. You 

are perhaps aware that the Council at its meeting in 

October last, appointed a deputation to wait on the Pre- 

sident of the Local Government Board to press forward 

the claims of our profession in this matter. I regret to 


recretary, berdeen meeting, of reminding the local 


say that the Board declined to receive the deputation. 
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The Council at its last meeting elected a committee to 
take into consideration the whole subject of meat in- 
spection as it affected the veterinary surgeon. We do 
not intend to let the matter drop, and I trust at some 
early date I may be able to report to you at one of our 
meetings what the recommendations of the Committee 
are. 

ln the matter of meat inspection we are far behind our 
coutinental brethren. In all the large cities of Europe 
the inspection of meat isin the hands of the veterinary 
surgeon, who is called the chief veterinary inspector. 
He has subordinate inspectors under him, some of whom 
are qualified, and many others not qualified. To those 
not qualitied the duties of inspecting the offal and the 
eneral cleansing of the abattoirs are deputed, and in 
ike manner I think it probable that the sanitary inspec- 
tor will hold similar positions in this country under the 
veterinary surgeon. I see no reason why the sanitary 
inspector should not be well fitted to fill a subordinate 
position under a head veterinary inspector. It is 
curious to note that we are so far behind in the matter 
of meat inspection, because in no other country in the 
civilised world is there a sanitary code so complete and 
so as in England. 

nd so in like manner must we see that dairy cattle 
are inspected by the veterinary surgeon. And whilst re- 
ferring to this subject I should like to say that I am 
absolutely opposed to the use of tuberculin by sanitary 
inspectors or laymen in any official capacity. The 
reasons must be perfectly obvious. I congratulate the 
Councils of Lancashire and Cheshire on the stand they 
have taken as to the supply of milk from non-tubercu- 
lous cows. In this they have certainly led the van. We 
have amongst us gentlemen who have been largely en- 
gaged in the testing of cattle for a considerable time for 
these authorities, and [ venture to say their experience 
has been absolutely unique. They have taken up the 
subject with a zest that does them eyery credit. In 
am | I may here mention the anhouncement by 
ocard of a new tuberculin which gives a reaction despite 
injection of the older form. 

It is not sufficient, however, tu stand still and praise 
the few men who work, or to wait and grumble whilst 
local authorities appoint lay officers to do veterinary 
duties. We must take an active interest in the affairs of 
all corporations and Councils, and see that we miss no 
opening for veterinary employment. 

Epidemic “ pink eye” which has been recently raging 
in and around Manchester has, I am told, been marked 
by many sudden and unexpected deaths. The cause has 
been cardiac thrombosis. I learn that lung complica- 
tions have been the exception. On the other hand in 
Liverpool, I believe, pneumonia has been quite common. 
Mr. Wolstenholme and others inform me that endo- 
carditis has rarely been noticed in the fatal cases of 
cardiac thrombi. Why, may I ask, is the plugging of the 
heart so prevalent in some outbreaks and so rare in 
others ? hat is the condition of the blood and blood 
vessels that conduces to the fibrinous condition of the 
blood, and why is it not constant in all outbreaks of 
pink-eye? Are we perfectly clear this plugging is ante 
mortem ? These are questions we may well ask our- 
selves and endeavour to elucidate. There can be little 
doubt that many animals succumb to this disease through 
the intensity of the poison generated in the system. 

At the present time, no assembly of British men can 
be held without a reference to South Africa. We veteri- 
nary surgeons take a very special interest in the matter, 
because no greater mistakes have been made than in 
departments responsible for animals necessary to the 
efficiency of an army. I do not know who is to blame, 
but we hear from all sides that the wrong class of horse 
has been that the transport arrangements 
have been bad, and that disease has accompanied both 
our mules and horses. The veterinary department was 


so undermanned that over fifty civilian veterinary sur- 
geons had to be found to do the work. Add to this that 
in South Africa there are special diseases to be fac 
and that one—horse sickness—is widely prevalent every 
spring. The duties of our colleagues will be arduous and 
onerous, and I trust will be fully appreciated at the pro- 
per time. 

The pathology of South African horse sickness is 
stillobscure. It is said to be due to the generation or 
emanation of some poisonous Se from the earth 
during the night time, but whether it is of microbic 
origin or not remains to be demonstrated. _ Personally, 
I entertain littledoubt that it has its specific bacillus. 
Certain, it appears to be, that horses kept from feeding 
on the veldt during the night practically escape the 
disease. It is also much less prevalent on the high ly- 
ing lands. We may hope from the larger number of 
gentlemen employed during the present 

ostilities for some enlightenment as to its etiology, 
pathology, and treatment. I believe Prof. M’Fadyean 
is at present engaged in a research on this disease. 

Those of you who had the good fortune to be present 
at our last meeting will be anxious to know the result 
of those operations which were performed with such 
skill by Professor Hobday. The mare upon which 
odphorectumy was performed made a rapid and good re- 
covery. The wounds healed by first intention This, as 
you know, was brought about by the great antiseptic 
precautions taken by the operator. These precautions 
certainly entailed extra labour and forethought, but they 
only show what may be accomplised by strict attention 
to antiseptic surgery. Inthe case of the operation on 
the cryptorchid, the result so far as antiseptic precau- 
tions are concerned was not quite so satisfactory, an 
abscess having formed in the scrotum. This was opened 
in due course, and recovery rapidly took place after- 
wards. We cannot expect to carry antiseptic surgery 
out in so complete a manner as in human surgery. where 
even the operating table and the very walls of the opera- 
ting room are rendered aseptic, but we can do much 
more than we have hitherto done in this direction with, 
undoubtedly, corresponding good results. 

I may perhaps, be pardoned for bringing before your 
notice the subject of the transport of Army horses 
during the present war. It has been most grievous to 
read of the torture many of these poor animals have 
undergone during their transit to South Africa in rough 
weather. The description given by an eye-witness 0 
large numbers breaking loose and being thrown down 
violently on the deck, fracturing their legs and otherwise 
receiving most serious injuries, writhing in agonles, 
with their attendants perfectly helpless to assist them, 
is appalling. Now, where these sad accidents have 0c- 
curred, the arrangements, be it said, have not been 
under the care of the army veterinary surgeon. Indeed, 
I believe where the latter have had the arrangements 
in hand, the mortality through’ the breaking loose © 
horses has been practically 22. Where the work has 
been left to laymen disasters have occurred through 1n- 
insecure fastenings and weak woodwork. In common 
with Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Hunting, I think the pro 
fession would do well to make some overtures to the 
War Office on this important subject, for the —_ 
cannot afford to lose horses which are destined to pi 
so important a part in the present hostilities. . 

In drawing my address to a close let me once ee 
ask for your hearty co-operation while I am 1 
chair. It is essential to success. Papers have _t? ra 
read, cases of interest are always welcome additions A 
our meetings and pathological specimens are a 
structive. Let me ask, then, for all the help yf -“ 
give in this direction, so that when my year ° oie 
expires [I may feel that the interests of this Assoc 
have not suffered at my hands. . 
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Qn the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Kinna, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded the Presi- 
dent for his interesting and practical address. 


THe DINNER. 


The PresIDENT said the first toast it was his proud 
privilege and pleasure to submit for their acceptance 
was that of “Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen,” 
and it was one which always commended itself to any 
meeting of Britishers. During the reign of sixty years 
she had, in her domestic life, and the nation also, passed 
through many vicissitudes. It was unfortunate and 
regrettable that after such a long reign she and the 

$ country should be passing through probably the greatest 
crisis of the century. He fain had hoped that she 
would have been spared all the anxiety which is attendant 
upon the Sovereign of an Empire like this in passing 
through the present trouble in Africa, but he trusted 
that the dark cloud hanging over the nation would soon 
have a silver lining and that all would eventually come 
right, when Her Majesty would, once more, experience 
that happiness which all her subjects wished her to 
have, 

The PRESIDENT next proposed the toast of “The 
Prince and Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal 
Family,’ adding that he did not think the veterinary 
profession had a more ardent supporter than the Prince, 
who was invariably to be found at the meetings of the 
Shire Horse Society, the Hackney Society, and the 
Hunters Improvement Society, while he was, as a rule, 
represented at the London College meetings. 

Mr. Wa. Woops then gave “The Navy, Army, and 
Auxiliary Forces.” These services were now exciting 
the admiration of the country. The Navy had been 
styled the nation’s first line of defence, but in this war 
it had also been the second line of defence inasmuch as 
it had some short time sinze saved the situation at Lady- 
smith. The alacrity with which it responded to the 
appeal for guns and gunners was indeed remarkable. 
The Army had a huge task before it, and it had been 
said that the disasters experienced had affected its pres- 
tige, but he did not at all share that opinion. The Army 

ad suffered from what it had suffered in every war. 
The British soldier was asked to do the impossible, but 
though he failed he tried again and again with that 
tenacity of purpose so characteristic of him until success 
ctowned his efforts. That had fora long time been the 
spirit throughout the Army. The sacrifices of men and 
toney had been considerable, and he doubted vary 
= whether anything short of the entire resources 
“ithe country would be at all adequate for the task. 
” reverses had, however, stimulated the country to 
mn — determination to succeed, and had revealed the 
“ting qualities and patriotism of the volunteers of the 
“hole of the Empire. 
bel Lampert, in response, thanked Mr. Woods 
; ¢ kind terms in which he had spoken of the Army. 
rt + of the officers and men could not have been 
par me had they not freely given their lives, and 
ae: ot reverses had always come on with the greatest 
feb mnation at each successive fight. Some of those 
me — dreadful—in fact people here had little or no 
of the difficult nature of the country, and for 
men nhe asked them to make allowances for the 
‘ . he had been so much censured. Though the 
Devert I leving Ladysmith was extremely difficult he 
Succeed €ss thought the British troops would ultimately 
Were ve - the nation must expect losses, as the enemy 

As to the Navy, which he ought 
to the Pm loned first, it had been a tower of strength 

mens Ane the present ‘campaign. The volunteers 
Hi nobly forward and they deserved equal praise. 


&w 
fine body » impressed with the Yeomanry, who were a 


Veterinary Department, because it always did its duty 
and received the greatest praise from the authorities. 

Mr. Mason, who also replied, thanked them for coup- 
ling his name with the toast, remarking that Colonel 
Lambert had echoed the sentiments of all respecting the 
services, 

Dr. Annis (Medical Officer of Health, Huddersfield) 
ir 2 the toast of “The Royal College of Veterinary 

urgeons. He felt deeply sensible of the honour con- 
ferred upon him in asking him to submit the toast. It 
might have been placed in better hands, for, unfortu- 
nately, he knew very little about that Institution, but 
he could only conceive that it was something like the 
General Medical Council in the sister profession, the 
duties of which were of an extremely onerous nature. 
It depended upon them, he presumed, the same as upon 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to rule the 
profession —to frame the various bye-laws and _ regula- 
tions and to maintain the honour and prestige of the 
profession. ‘They had duties to perform sometimes of a 
very troublesome character, doubtless in purging the list 
of those who were engaged in carrying on the profession. 
He felt sure that all who took any part in the ruling of 
the sister profession would have the confidence and sup- 
port of those members who wished the honour of their 
profession upholding to the utmost. The worthy Presi- 
dent, he understood, was also a member of Council of 
the Royal College and the Lancashire Association, hav- 
ing elected as its two representatives on the Council of 
that Institution, not gentlemen practising in Lancashire 
but Yorkshire practitioners, evidently showed that it 
was not very clannish in regard to the conduct of its 
affairs. He was greatly pleased to be present at their 
festive board—in fact it made him feel that he was quite 
among friends. He warmly appreciated the honour 
which their ex-president, Mr. McKinna had bestowed 
upon him in again inviting him, and he took this as a 
testimonial from him that he had done nothing in the 
past to injure their good relations. He would add that 
whenever he had any occasion to ask, on behalf of the 
Corporation of Huddersfield, for Mr. McKinna’s advice 
and services he was always ready and willing to give him 
the very best in his power. At the present time they 
had the inspection of milch cattle in the Borough and 
he was proud and pleased to find Mr. McKinna’s 
devotion to the work. The time, care, and attention 
which he gave in carrying out that work was truly 
remarkable. From the reports presented by Mr. Mc- 
Kinna from time to time he was glad to find that there 
were no very serious cases of udder trouble amongst 
milch cattle which supplied the county borough of 
Huddersfield with milk. He asked them to drink 
heartily to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
coupling with the toast the members of Council present. 

Mr. ALEx. Lawson expressed his indebtedness to Dr. 
Annis for the very kind way in which he had proposed 
the health of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Having regard to the various meetings to attend and the 
long distance to travel with its attendant expenses, he 
could safely say that the pleasures of being ori the Coun- 
cil were rather few and far between, and these were 
simply derivable from doing one’s duty. He thought 
that the members from Lancashire and Yorkshire, from 
the North of England and Scotland attended as a rule 
much better even than -their London colleagues. He 
could assure them that the provincial members worked 
hard at all the meetings, and did their utmost for the 
advancement of the profession. 

Mr S. Locke said he endorsed all Mr. Lawson’s re- 
marks. He felt it a great honour to be a representative 
of such an important Association as the Lancashire on 
the Council of the Royal College. The work was fairly 
arduous and he assured them that he did his very best 
for the honour of the Council and for the benefit of 


Brit men, and were, undoubtedly, a credit to the 
sh Army. Tt was needless to eulogise the Army 


the members generally. 
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Mr. W. A. Taytor said he wished he had been granted 
a moment or two’s grace before being called upon to 
ropose the toast of “The Veterinary Schools. In per- 
orming the duty his only regret was that the toast had 
not been placed in abler hands, for through many cir- 
cumstances he had been unable to devote that attention 
to the so-called politics of the profession his position as 
roposer of the toast should warrant his possessing. He 
id not know whom he was to couple with the toast, 
as he understood from the Hon. Sec. that their old 
friend Professor Williams, whose genial face he ve 
much missed from the festive board, was absent throug 
the “arch-demon” influenza. If correctly informed, he 
felt sure the sympathies of the gathering would be ex- 
tended to Professor Williams, who in his chamber would 
be solaced by the reflection that they were heartily sorry 
that he was not with them. Though the meeting was 
not a large one, depend upon it when they came to the 
year which they were now inaugurating the President 
would rally round him those forces which would give 
him courage to pursue his duties. Coming to the subject 
of the toast, viz., the veterinary schools—and it was so 
thorny a question that he hardly dare approach it, the 
Royal College as represented by the Council and 
the teaching institutions were, so to speak, inter-depen- 
dent. If there were no body to regulate the conduct of 
the profession, no body to appoint and pay examiners, 
no body to lay down the regulations which should en- 
title a man to become a member of the veterinary pro- 
fession then they would be in a dilemma. If, on the 
other hand, and he was afraid it was somewhat a large 
cloud, there were few, if any, students to be examined 
then it would be a matter for the serious consideration 
of the teaching institutions. The teaching institutions, 
as they knew, with the exception of that in London, we 
carried on by private individuals at their own expense. 
Two in Scotland—one in Edinburgh and the other in 
Glasgow—were at any rate private institutions, and it 
would be a bad day if through any rajsunderstanding in 
the profession those institutions should have to close 
their gates. He had no desire to be considered a 
“croaker” in any sense, but there were certain questions 
in the profession which he would be glad to see amicably 
settled. The question of the preliminary educational 
examination as conducted in England and as conducted 
in Scotland, had been engaging the attention of the 
principals of the various institutions, and it was sincerely 
to be hoped that the Council of the Royal College would 
be able to make that examination, as Principal McCall 
so aptly quoted, “ona dead level.” For it to be of 
greater severity in one country than in the other was 
manifestly unfair. Let all pass through gates of the 
same difficulty. Concluding, he said it was with un- 
bounded pleasure that he called upon Mr. Wolsten- 
holme, an old townsman, an esteemed friend, and 
a working officer of the Lancashire Association, to res 
pond to the toast. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME, in responding tu the toast of 
“The Schools,” remarked that . did so at the request 
of the President, and on behalf of Professor Williams. 
He had pleasure in so doing, but that pleasure and that 
of the gathering would have been far greater if their old 
friend could have been with them. Mr. Wolstenholme 
pointed out the great advances made by the veterinary 
and medical schools in the methods and the breadth and 
depth of the training afforded. He compared the tuition 
given at the Veterinary College, London, twenty years 
ago with that given at present, and also indicated the 
vast change which had taken place in Manchester since 
the Pine Street School had developed into that of the 
Owen’s College. The public had quite recognised the 
impossibility to adequately train a medical student out 
of the fees which he paid, and, by generous endowments, 
had helped to raise the standard of efficiency in medicine, 
surgery, and research work. One of the great impedi- 


ments to the advance of the veterinary profession in this 
country was the fact that so little provision was made 
by endowment or grant to conserve or direct the energy 
of the members. Each professor and member of the 
profession must almost exhaust himself in the struggle 
for daily bread, and then when he attempted to bring 
any remaining energy to elucidate some of the problems 
or to advance the scientific part of his profession, he 
found it to be necessary that he purchased his own 
library, bought his own instruments, fitted up every- 
thing that was needful and attended to all himself, 
This condition of things was to be deplored if it only 
militated against the community in the pecuniary loss 
which follows imperfect knowledge and treatment of the 
diseases of animals, but’ it was doubly to be deplored 
when they remembered the inter-dependence there was 
between the diseases of animals and man. It was only 
by oly op of highly trained veterinarians with sur- 
geons that the health of the public could be protected in 
the best manner. With respect to the entrance exan- 
ination, Mr. Wolstenholme hoped that its stringency 
would not be relaxed one icta. It was necessary for the 
ultimate success of a man. As to the public health ser- 
vice in relation to veterinary surgeons, he was of opinion 
that a very considerable change was coming over the 
profession as to the part they ought to play. There 
were at least three branches comprised in that public 
service, viz., the medical officer of health, the veterinary 
surgeon, and the sanitary inspector. There could be no 
doubt but that the man with a thorough knowledge of 
the anatomy, the diseases, and the pathological changes 
which occur in animals was the most competent to 
decide as to disease in animals and as to the lesions 
found in carcases. The question was as to whether that 
man should incline to the type of sanitary inspector or 
should seek to ally himself with the medical officer of 
health. In other words, should he seek to personally 
make the rounds of the shops of the butchers, fish- 
mongers, fruiterers, pie makers, tripe dressers, etc. oF 
should he, whilst being the adviser and authority to 
which such inspectors would refer when necessary, se 

to be the right hand of the medical officer of health by 
supervision of the abattoirs, by having his own laboratory 
fitted for microscopic and culture observations, provl 
ded with centrifugal apparatus and licensed to make 
the necessary injections in small animals so that doubt: 
ful cases of anthrax, induration of the udder and mat) 

other conditions might be satisfactorily solved. It was 
to this type of veterinary officer which he thought and 
hoped they were aspiring, and it was to give an extta 


opportunity for those of their students who had a liking 


for such work, as well as a means by which municipal 
bodies might be aided in the selection of veterina') 
officers that he was of opinion that a past graduate de- 
gree or diploma of proficiency in public health voteriaed 
work should be instituted on similar lines to that in t 
sister profession. In the name of Prof. Williams, 
thanked them for the very cordial manner 1n which they 
had responded to the toast. r 
Mr. E. FAULKNER, in giving “The Board of _ 
ners,” said his first experience of that Board dated mh 
to 1872, when those august personages inspired him vo 
awe and reverence, but having passed in a great — 
from under their control since then and having obser " 
the work they did for the profession that res” a6 
given place to one of admiration and_ respect. - it 
old days the profession had many examiners who ot , 
fairly be described as giants of the profession, pre 
Mr. Finlay Dun and Mr. Tom Taylor. Many ° emise 
have been removed by death and their too early e, the 
was regrettable. oming to the present 2 the 
Board of Examiners, as a whole, gave satisfaction to the 
profession. They guarded with zeal the — to the 
profession and endeavoured to do what was = ublic. 
student, the schools, the profession, and the P 
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They held @ position which was by no means an enviable 
one, while he was sure it was at all times a very arduous 
one. That they did their duty was unquestionable, 
that they were human also and liable to err was equally 
true, but to expect them to be infallible was unreasona- 
ble. He had to couple with the toast the name of Mr. 
Hunting, whom they were delighted to see. He was a 
worker for the profession, and whatever was done by the 
Board of Examiners and by the teaching schouls so long 
as the profession had workers like Mr. Hunting he felt 
perfectly persuaded it would move onward and upward 
—its natural aspiration. 

Mr. Woops pointed out that the examiners were but 
mortal, and it was very probable that they had made 
mistakes. Ifso, no one could regret them more than an 
examiner. So far as he knew, and he could speak for all 
the examiners, the rejection of a student was a most 
painful duty, whereas the passing of one was a distinct 
pleasure. Should a student have been rejected who 
ought to have passed, he could only explain that it was 
quite possible in the short time the examiner had with 
him to be unable to get out of that student a sufficient 
number of correct answers to ensure his passing. How- 
ever, if a student failed to attain the minimum of marks 
required by the Royal College the examiners had no 
option but to reject him. 

Mr., HuntinG remarked that in his section of the 
Examining Board never had a summing up been made 
without the greatest consideration having been given to 
any student whose marks were not quite up to the 
standard. Something had been said about the decrease 
of students at the schools. The examiners considered 
the schools, and they were never hard on the students. 
They endeavoured to make the examination as uniform 
with the teaching as they possible could, in fact they 
endeavoured to standardise the teaching and the exam- 
ining. The decrease of the students in the veterinary 
schools, he was glad to say, had nothing whatever to do 
with the professional examinations. He found that the 
four years course was improving the candidates so much 

that there was no difficulty at all in telling by the exam- 
ination a man passed whether he was a four or three 
years student. About the matriculation he had little to 
Siy as It was rather a thorny question. This much he 
would say, that the classical education, plus euclid, plus 
teebra, did not increase a man’s natural intelligence one 


a... Hopxrn gave “The Medical Profession,” urging 
* the two professions, the medical and the veterinary, 
tould undoubtedly work hand in hand for the benefit 
— community at large. There was a time, perhaps, 
\ en they looked at each other somewhat askance, but 
trusted that the bond existing between them at the 
resent time would be tightened. In the name of the 
) woclation he extended a cordial welcome to the mem- 
ts of the medical profession. 
Pps in reply, thanked them in the name of 
Titin sg profession for their repeated kindness in in- 
. 7 to their hospitable table. Much of what had 
tttting b had a very close bearing on the relations 
rd etween the two professions. As Mr. Wolsten- 
remarked, they had advanced enormously in the 
hed so and the great centres of increased scientific 
Atense | and precision were giving to both professions 
ecient growing power to deal with their work in an 
ought nno small degree that had been 
Veterinari ut by the very adequate education which 
ing to ¢ ao had for some time been receiving. Allud- 
eaminati qualifications necessary to pass the entrance 
ther ; of the veterinary rofession, he was not 
ui time i accord with Mr. Hunting’s remarks It 
of both — having uneducated people in the ranks 
of A man lacking an elementary 
par a arithmetic and mechanics, or the elemen- 
reasoning, or of composition, ought not to 


enter the profession, because he was quite unfit to deal 
with the problems of the day. He could not conceive 
how the veterinary profession, who in this country and 
abroad produced so many splendid works, could even 
wish for a moment to allow to slip through their por- 
tals persons who were unable to write a decent state- 
ment of work which they had been doing. Taking into 
consideration the valuable opportunities afforded by the 
Owen’s College for studying disease, no man ought to 
enter the profession without an intimate knowledge of 
the pathology of disease, which would enable him to 
find his way to the solution of the difficulties connected 
with the diagnosis of disease either in life or in death It 
was a proper thing that veterinarians should know sufti- 
cient of the pathology of human disease to understand 
the problems of human pathology, and equally so the 
medical man ought to know sufficient—especially men 
concerned in the public health—of the pathology of com- 
parative anatomy to understand the position of veteri- 
nary surgeons. 

Mr. in proposing the health of the President, 
said that the able and practical address to which they 
had listened at the business meeting was a happy angury 
for the year upon which the President had entered. For 
many years he had known Mr. Abson, who was a busy 
man, a most successful practitioner, and one eminently 
fitted to fill the position conferred upon him. He could 
assure him of their active support. He asked them to 
drink to the health and prosperity of the President. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said he was much gratified 
at the kind way in which the toast of his health was 
proposed and received. He appreciated most highly the 
honour conferred upon him, and he would spare no efforts 
to make his year of, office a successful one, but without 
their cordial co-operation he feared those endeavours 
would be fruitless. 

Mr. 8. Locke said the toast which he had the honour 
and pleasure of submitting was that of “ The Visitors.” 
Lancashire was, of course, proverbial for its hospitality, 
and in the name of the Association he fowte s: 5 to the 
visitors a cordial welcome to the festive board. They 
had a goodly number of eminent visitors from both the 
medical and veterinary professions, but unfortunately 
some they would have been pleased to see were absent. 
The familiar face of their old friend, the “evergreen” 
Professor Williams was much missed. He always 
delighted in his Lancashire “boys” as he called them. 
They keenly felt his absence, and sincerely sympathised 
with him in his sickness. Dr. Delépine’s absence, too, 
was much deplored. He was one of their best friends as 
a medical man, and was the first man to hold out the 
right hand of fellowship to the veterinary profession. 
His resignation from the Board of Examiners was a great 
loss to the profession, and was regrettable. Col. Duck, 
the principal veterinary surgeon in the Army, was unable 
to be present owing to the war, but they had Colonel 
Lambert, the ex-principal. Mr. Fraser, the President of 
the Royal College should have been present, but he was 
in Spain buying mules for the Army, he would have Mr. 
Mason the ex-president. They had five or six medical 
gentlemen, who were Medical Officers of Health, viz., 
Drs. Niven (Manchester), Brindley (Bury), Young 
(Crewe), Annis (Huddersfield). Tattersall (Salford), also 
the President of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical 
Association. It was a pleasure to have at the annual 
gathering such able and renowned visitors, and it showed 
a great augury for the welfare of the veterinary profes- 
sion. It was his earnest desire that the veterinary pro- 
fession should join hand in hand with the medical pro- 
fession. 

Dr. TaTTERSALL, in reply, thanked them for their 
kind invitation to what was a most enjoyable evening. 
and pointed out how urgently his branch of the medical 


profession needed the cordial co-operation of the veteri- 
nary profession in order to stamp out the various diseases 
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ee affected the public health—more especially tuber- 
culosis. 

Mr. Roprnson (President of the Yorkshire V.M.A.) 
expressed the great pleasure he had derived from being 
present. He was glad to see that the President was 
a Yorkshire gentleman, and being a member of the York- 
shire Society as well as the Lancashire, members could 
not be called clannish. He would be delighted to see 
any of them at the Yorkshire meetings. The two 
Societies had worked together very well in the past and 
he hoped they would do so in the future. 

The toast of “ The Ladies” having been given by Mr. 
Harry Locke, and acknowledged by Mr. Stothert, the 
proceedings terminated. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 288th ordinary general meeting was held on Fri- 
day, Feb. 9th, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. H. Cooper in the chair. 
There were present: Messrs. McIlvenna and Wooldridge, 
M.R.C.V.S., 23 members ; and as a visitor Mr. James 
Fairclough, M.R.C.V.S. The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and contirmed. 

Mr. J. McItvenna exhibited the diseased trachea and 
rectum of a horse. 

Mr. E. J. WapiLey delivered an interesting and in- 
structive essay on “ Navicular Disease.” The discussion 
was opened by Mr. C. Tyler, and the following gentle- 
men took part in it: Messrs. Cooper, Whitemore, Samp- 
son, and Collings. 

Votes of thanks to Essayist and Chairman terminated 
the proceedings. 


The 289th meeting was held on Friday, February 16th, 
at 6.30 p.m. Mr. E. J. Wadley inthe chair. There were 
present Messrs. Rix and Wooldridge, M.R.C.V.S., and 27 
members. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

By the kindness of Mr. George Harvey, M.R.C.V.S., 
Mr. C. E. Rix introduced a bull terrier with congenital 
deafness ; a dog’s humerus fractured at the lower end; 
= dog’s femur, that had the head separated from the 
shalt. 

Mr. J. A. Drxon read a very practical essay on “ The 
Examination of Horses as to Soundness.” Mr. W 
Boyd opened the discussion, in which the following gen- 
tlemen took part: Messrs. Wooldridge, Rix, Tyler, 
Sampson, Aitchinson, Collings, Wadley, and Chase. 

A hearty vote of thanks to Essayist and Chairman 
terminated the proceedings. 
Joun Hoppay, Assist. See. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES, 


MEMORANDUM ON GLANDERS AND 
MALLEIN. 


By THE GENERAL MANAGER, GLascow CorPoRATION 
TRAMWAYS. 


( Abstract.) 


At the present time the stud consists of 4,439 horses. 
They are stabled at 11 depdts. These depdts are, as a 
rule, situated near the outer termini of the tramway 
routes, four of them being, in point of fact, outwith the 

rom the date of the formation of the stud in the 
early part of 1894, until July, 1899, there was almost 


J.| examination, out of the 74 animals destroye 


complete immunity from glanders. In September, 1895, 
and in March and November, 1896, three isolated cases, 
clinically affected, were found in three Separate 
stables. 

On 12th July, 1899, an animal from Coplawhill Depot, 
which had been destroyed as being unfit for service 
owing to a severe street accident, was found on post- 
mortem examination at slaughterhouse to be affected 
with glanders. This discovery came asa surprise, as the 
animal seemed quite healthy, and had no clinical symp- 
toms whatever. Immediately on this case being dis- 
covered, a careful examination was made of all the horses 
which were stabled in that depét, or which might have 
been in contact with the animal destroyed, with the re- 
sult that one animal out of the 735—No. 3567—was 
found to have suspicious symptoms, and was accordingly 
isolated. 

On 13th July another horse, also suffering from a very 
severe street accident, which was standing in the same 
set of loose boxes with No. 3567, was destroyed, and on 
post-mortem examination was also found to be affected 
with the disease. 

At this juncture an understanding was come to with 
the Local Authority, under which they agreed to test all 
the horses in Coplawhill depét with mallein. The terms 
were that the Local Authority would pay full value for 
all reacting horses destroyed at their request if not found 
affected on post-mortem examination, and quarter value 
for all animals which on post-mortem examination 
showed the disease. Arrangements were accordingly 
made, which, while carrying on the traffic, would 
admit of the horses being tested in batches of from 7) 
to 100. 

First of all, however. very careful external examina 
tion was made of every animal in the depot, and inno 
case was the slightest clinical evidence of the presence 
of the disease found. At the time of the outbreak the 
only case clinically affected was the one already referred 
to, and during the following three or four weeks neces 
sary to complete the testings only one other animal was 
discovered to have developed clinical symptoms. 

Immediately upou. the inoculation being commen 
it was found that a considerable percentage of the 
animals reacted. The whole of the 734 horses at this 
depdt were tested by the Local Authority, and 74 of them, 
or about 10 per cent., reacted. All reacting horses 10 
each batch—and all of them in fine seasoned condition— 
were destroyed as soon as discovered. On eS 
depot, 10 were declared not affected. It was noted °Y 
our V.S., who attended the post-mortem examinatitt 
that in the majority of the animals found affected t : 
disease appeared to be in the very early stages, mY 
few nodules being discovered. ture 

Immediately on the discovery of the extensive 0* it 
of the outbreak at Coplawhill Depot, although i “ 
other depots of the department there was not the oT ae 
est visible appearance of the disease, I instracte “7 
veterinary surgeon, for my own information 
dance, to select a number of animals in severa “e 
and have them tested. This was accordingly pong a 
currently with testings at Coplawhill, and in yen a 
thus partially tested several animals reacted, + Kelvio 
total of 19. These reactions, which occurre . by the 
haugh, Dalhousie, and Maryhill, were accept accord: 
Local Authority Inspector, and the animals wert %" 
ingly On post-mortem examinatlo 
found that of the 19 animals destroyed in rs rit 88 
disease was not traceable, while in the 17 othe 
discovered to be in the same early stage he instance of 
viously destroyed. Up to this point, at the ically 
the Local Authority, 93 reacting horses, ere, on post 
affected, were destroyed, and 12 of these iasel not te 
mortem examination, by the naked eye, 4° 
be affected. 
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On finishing the testing of the horses at Coplawhill | interesting to note here that the Coplawhill stud, which 


Depot, the Local Authority Inspector, by arrangement, 


was considered free of the disease after testing by the 


commenced operations at Maryhill Depot. On testing | Local Authority Inspector, was retested along with the 
the first batch of 78, he reported on Tuesday, 15th | whole of the stud by the Departmental Veterinary Sur- 
August, that 10 had reacted, and requested arrangements oe on 21st August, when it was found that out of 674 


tobe made for their valuation and slaughter. Mean- 


orses 10 reacted. The disease in these animals must 


time, with the knowledge we had gained of the probable | have been in the stage of incubation when the first 
extent of the outbreak and the revulsion we felt at the | test was made by the local Authority Inspector. As the 


killing of so many of the finest looking animals in the 
stud, I had asked a meeting of the Sub-Committee on 


result of the general testing of the stud by our Veteri- 
nary Surgeon, 30 additional cases were discovered, bring- 


Glanders. They accordingly met on 14th August—the | ing the total number of reacting horses up to 278. These 
day before the result of the first tests at Maryhill were | animals were repeatedly tested thereafter at intervals 


received. On my representation the sub-committee deci- 

ded not to kill meantime any more reacting horses which 

showed no clinical symptoms of glanders. 
The representations I made as reasons for a change of 
policy were to the following effect : 

(1) The widespread nature of the disease, which seemed 
to indicate that nearly 10 per cent. of the whole 
stud were affected. 

(2) The facts of the post-mortem examinations asreport- 
ed upon by the epee Veterinary Surgeon 
being that nearly all the cases seemed to be in the 
early stage of the disease. 

(3) The splendidly seasoned condition of the animals 
found affected, which, combined with the previous 
reason, gave good grounds for anticipating excel- 

‘lent curative conditions. 

(4) The evidense of several veterinarians before the 
Glanders Commission, which had just been pub- 
lished, who did not favour slaughtering under simi- 

_ lar circumstances. 
This decision having been come to, the Local Autho- 
rity, on intimation of the result of testings at Maryhill, 
were informed that meantime it was not intended to kill 
any more reacting horses not visibly affected. The Local 

Authority thereafter notified us that they considered the 

0 reacting animals as suspicious, and that they must not 

be worked upon the streets. The 10 horses were, there- 

fore, kept isolated in the depot, and the Local Authority 
were offered the opportunity of retesting them when 
their condition had again become normal. They were, 
of course, glad to take the advantage of this, and on 7th 

ptember—some 23 days after the first test—they again 
tested the 10 animals, with the result that only 4 of them 
pares The 19 horses were still kept isolated in the 
and a further given to the Local 
Authority of retesting them a month later. This they 
in did on 6th October, and found that not one of the 

- amale reacted, and they were accordingly put to 

ork. Opportunities were, however, afforded to retest 

1 on two later dates, and on neither of these occasions 
Were any reactions shown. 
in ing the Local Authority, in carrying out their in- 

tions, required that horses which they discovered to 
to mallein should either be killed or prevented 
th working on the streets, it had become obvious that 
could make no further tests of their 
iney (in which there were no clinically affected animals) 

with the Authority. 

have all equally obvious that the proper course was to 

ae, rw horses tested without elay. It was, there- 

sag ‘ha “ that, for our own satisfaction, the whole 

Veter) u at once tested by our Departmental 

Surgeon. 
ements were made for proceeding acccrdingly. 

most Suitable depdt was and prepared for 
decided _— and isolation of reacting horses, which we 

w visible Owever, to keep at work so long as they showed 
the symptom of the disease. : 

Er completion of the first general testing of the 

Veter, 8, NOt tested by the Local Authority, our 


Sur 
per found that 238 had reacted, equal t> 


of not Jess than three weeks, with the following re- 


sults :— 
lst Test, 278 reacted 
2nd ,, sled 
3rd ,, ods 
4th ” 5 ” 
5th ” 2 ” 
6th ,, 1 


It will thus be observed that at this date our whole 
stud is entirely free from reacting horses. These results 
appear to me to fully justify the new departure we have 
made in this connection. 

In the course of the monthly inoculations of mallein 
above related, it has been found necessary to report and 
destroy four animals which had become clinically affec- 
ted. In every case the post-mortem examination clearly 
established the presence of the disease. In addition to 
these, on 4th November, horse No. 2865, which had re- 
acted three times and was afterwards twice clear, was 
found to be, from other causes, unfit for work. This ani- 
mal was consequently destroyed, and on post-mortem 
examination the Veterinary Surgeon reported that the 
lungs showed a number of translucent spots which may 
have been glanders previously. Some nodules presented 
the characteristic appearances of glanders, but the whole 
examination favoured the opinion that a curative action 
had been in process. 

The position of matters at the present moment is un- 
doubtedly a very interesting one. We have seen that, 
whether by contagion or infection, or both, the germs of 
glanders may be rapidly and widely disseminated 
throughout the best of studs and stables without any 
visible evidence of the existence of the disease. We 
have seen that mallein is a most valuable diagnostic, 
and that it has to some extent a controlling power over, 
if not a curative action upon, the disease. y its con- 
tinued application at monthly intervals all our reacting 
horses havs ceased to react. But a more interesting and 
important question remains to be solved. Are these 
animals, as a rule, cured or not? This can only be 
settled by making careful microscopic examinations 
cultures, and inoculations from suspected parts of 
selected cases. We have now a number of animals which 
reacted in a distinctive manner with large local swelling 
on several of the first testings, but on the two or three 
last occasions have shown no reaction or swelling. These, 
we consider, are specially fitted for further experiment 
on the lines indicated. I[ therefore recommend that, 
when these cases are fully matured, one or two eminent 
bacteriologists should be employed to make careful ex- 
amination of the parts selected, and to conduct an 
experiments with them calculated to throw light on this é 
important subject. ; 

¢ definite opinion on this question would complete 
the experiment which has been a very extensive one. 
Mr. Pacwes B. Hamilton, our Veterinary Surgeon, has 
gone into the matter most enthusiastically and carefully. 
He has made no fewer than 9,973 individual testings, the 
thermal results of which,*in each case, as well as the 
local indications, have been systematically noted and 
recorded. The tests were conducted without affecting 
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«acting horses with no clinical symptoms should be 


Saturday morning and Monday. We feel that our whole 
operations in this connection may form a standard 
demonstration of the value of mallein as a diagnostic, 
and it may be also as a curative. This last will largely 
depend upon the further bacteriological tests. 

e have been put to considerable expense and loss in 
order to obtain these results. Our records and experi- 
ence, however, are sure to prove useful to the Board of 
—— and other responsible Authorities. 

t may be pains at this stage to draw definite 
conclusions, but the following suggestions seem to arise 
from our experience :— 

If the disease is to be controlled or cured, it must be 
very important to discover and attack it in its early 
stages, and it is obvious that, for the discovery of cases 
and studs affected, reliance must chiefly be placed upon 
post-mortem examinations at the knackeries. his 
seems to point to (1) having all knackeries municipal- 
ised or under public control ; (2) having all horses for 
slaughter and carcases in each district disposed of through 
the public knackery ; and (3) having arrangements made 
whereby at each such knackery the regular examiner 
could, on the appearance of any suspicious case, call in 
an expert bacteriologist for assistance and advice. 

Our experience so far also points to the Local Authori- 
ties having powers to test with mallein all animals in 
recent contact or kept in the same stable with an ani- 
mal found to have been affected. These tests can and 
should be conducted so as to cause the least loss or in- 
convenience to horse owners. [ am presuming that re- 


allowed to work until, i” repeated tests, they can be 
declared free (as in the Maryhill cases), or until it is con- 
sidered advisable in the public interest to kill the animal 
and compensate the owners. Our contemplated bacterio- 
logical tests, which I look forward to with much 
interest, should be a guidance to Local Authorities and 
their experts in deciding when this latjer - alternative is. 
desirable. 
JoHn Youna. 
Glasgow Corporation Tramways, 
88 Renfield Street. 
February 7. 


PRESERVATIVES AND COLOURING MATTERS 
IN FOOD. 
EVIDENCE BEFORE THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE. 


The Committee held another meeting on Feb. 9th when 
Sir Herbert Maxwell again presided. 

Dr. John Attfield, for 34 years Professor of Practical 
Chemistry to the Pharmaceutical Society of Creat 
Britain and editor of The British Pharmacopeia, said, 
in reply to the Chairman, that his chief qualification for 
appearing before the Committee was that for many years 
he had been what was called a dyspeptic and of course in 
his endeavour to relieve himself of his trouble he had 
brought to bear his knowledge of chemistry. He had 
consulted the late Sir William Savory who was the first 
to advise him to use antiseptics to prevent that un- 
natural decomposition of food in the stomach which gave 
rise to gas and therefore to distension and trouble and 
discomfort and even pain. Then the late Dr. Habershon, 
a great authority on dyspepsia, also recommended him 
to use antiseptics, and so did Sir Thomas Lauder Brun- 
ton, and the late Sir Richard Quain. It would therefore 
be seen that he had acted under proper advice. The 
antiseptics he had used under this advice had been car- 
bolic acid, sulphurous acid taken in the form of sodium 
hyposulphite, creosote, and boric acid. The uantity of 
boric acid had been from 10 to 15 grains three times 


daily. By way of pure experiment he had taken much 


larger quantities, but this quantity had been found 
sufficient to prevent the abnormal decomposition of food: 
in the stomach to which he had alluded. He had abun- 
dance of experimental evidence to show that food had 
commonly remained in his stomach, not for the ordi 
— of four hours which separated meals, but for eight 

ours and much longer, and in the case of some uncooked 
fibrous foods which could easily be traced by theeye when 
the contents of the stomach were exposed—such, for in- 
stance, as the skins of black grapes—they remained for 
a week or 10 days in small quantities, and, of course, 
hidden up in the coats of the stomach or, more likely, 
getting to the bottom of the stomach. 

According to his observation it was chiefly vegetable: 
tibres which took so long to digest and were liable to fer- 
ment, and it was this fermentation in the stomach which 
the boric acid in the doses he had mentioned prevented. 
He had generally found 10 grains three times a day 
sufficient to prevent the decomposition, although he had 
taken as much as 60 or 70 grains in one day for experi- 
mental purposes. Since the question of food preserva- 
tives had been taken up he had been anxious to learn 
how much one could stand ; he had taken a large quan- 
tity like this and he never could detect any influence 
whatever. He certainly had suffered no inconvenience. 
His present practice was to pepper boric acid over his- 
green vegetable food with a castor. Perhaps he ought 
to explain that he had never found any discomfort from 
starchy food such as bread or potatoes, but rather from 
green vegetable food, which his stomach seemed to have 

at difficulty in breaking down. Some 10 yearsago he 
ad adopted another plan altogether. At the end of four 
or five hours, when it might be assumed that food ought 
to have digested and any food then remaining was liable 
to decomposition, he had by means of a tube run off the 
entire contents of the stomach. He thus had an oppor 
tunity of examining the residual food, which presumably 
was not going to do him good but rather harm, and being 
a chemist and microscopist and accustomed to observe 
accurately he could see what length of time was neces- 
sary for various kinds of food to digest, which kinds 
would digest in a reasonable time, and which would not. 
He did not find that the boric acid had the slightest 
effect upon the digestibility of the food. No matter how 
much boric acid he took or might not take he always 
found that starchy food digested within four or five 
hours. He had found difficulty with sweetbreads, but 
when he peppered them with boric acid there was nv 

By Dr. BurstropE : He was not a bacteriologist, but 
he supposed that the boric acid had an inhibitive action 
upon certain putrefactive bacteria. His son had made 
some experiments on the washings, but he seemed finall 
to come to the conclusion that there was nothing muc 
to be learned from the bacteriological examination. he 
dose for boric acid in the British Pharmacopeia 
been reduced from 10 to 30 ‘grains to 5 to 15 
simply because it was found by the experience of all the 
members Pharmacopeeia Committee and by this person! 
experience of his own that 5 to 15 grains would do every 
thing that 10 to 30 grains would do. In his own = 
he could not get any better effect from 30 to 60, grat 
than he got from 5 to 15 grains. On one occasion ot 
took 50 grains twice a day, but of course, he di ve 
keep it up, though he had kept up for week after W 
15 grains three times a day. « tion t0 

By Dr. TUNNICLIFFE : His chief personal ole bee 
sulphurousacid would be its unpleasant flavour ari tive 
He could not speak about its effect upon the ~ the 
processes because he took it before he adop 
washing-tube. ‘dence that 

Dr. TunnicuirrE: We have had it in 
it is probable that if a substance exerts an inhibi 
tion upon the bacteria causing decompositio 
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declared to the purchaser, though there might be diffi- 
culty in putting it into practice. 


dose of boric acid than that prescribed in the British 


agent, but again he should want to hear some evidence. 


March 3, 1900 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 503 


the same or a very similar action upon the digestive 


Professor ATTFIELD: That seems to me to be a most 
reasonable inference, but it does not accord with my 


y the CHarrMAN: He saw no objection to the 
principle ot having the presence of these preservatives 


By Dr. ButstropE:_ If it were the case that infants 
might take in the milk upon which they live a larger 


Pharmacopeeia, then his common-sense would tell him 
that he must hesitate before approving such a state of 
things, but, of course, he should want some evidence on 
the point. He certainly had an objection to the indis- 
criminate use of formalin, which was an active hardening 


OUR AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS: SOME 
STRIKING FIGURES. 


The figures which we subjoin are so striking as to 
need no comment. They represent the values of the 
differeat descriptions of agricultural produce imported 
into the United Kingdom during the past three years :— 


1899. 1898. 
— £ £ 
Cattle for food 8,572,114 9,399,793 
Sheep for food 942,891 984,863 
Fresh beef 7,344,723 5,915,705 
Fresh mutton 5,439,407 4,902,179 
10,400,602 10,321,674 
ams 4,094,500 3,894,839 
Other meat 5,358,564 4,945,943 
ema and game 785,294 637,492 
5,044,392 4,457,117 
Cheese 5,515,091 4,970,242 
17,213,516 15,961,783 
argarine 2,549,376 2,384,384 
Lard 3,068,985 2,887,801 
Milk, condensed 1,456,003 1,435,951 

eat 22,282.701 26,147,256 
Flour 10,700,990 11,545,443 
Maize 12,967,202 11,282,310 
Barley 4,960,332 6,791,472 
Oats 4,199,721 4,382,857 
573,891 670,159 
898,951 689,769 
Potatoes 1,577,519 1,913,912 
Onions 845,782 792,909 
pples 1,186,143 1,108,056 
Vegetables 1,744,068 1,680,786 
809,842 1,030,140 
Totals of — 
Living animals for food 9,515,012 10,385,676 
rs meat 32,637,796 29,980,340 
_ nm and meal or flour _ 58,088,561 62,909,264 
Farmers Gazette (Dublin). 


Mackey, Macxry & Co., Limited, have just 
ley the transport ss. “Cornwall” ten cases of 
oe naty medicines for the use of the Imperial Yeo- 


ty inS. Afri i 
firm free of Twereng which have been presented by the 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons on Monday, Feb. 26th. 
THe ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


In answer to Captain Norton (Newington, W.), 

Mr. PowELL WILLIAMS said,—Eighty civilian veteri- 
nary surgeons have been temporarily engaged since the 
outbreak of the war. There are at the present moment 
12 vacancies in the Army Veterinary Department. The 
conditions of service in the Veterinary Dapariasens are 
under consideration. 


PRESENTATION. 

Mr. Joun Smiru, V.S., Fettercairn, who has been for 
upwards of forty years a highly successful veterinary 
ractitioner there, was entertained on Thursday night, 
Feb. 22, by a large party of friends, and presented with 
a handsome and valuable gold watch and chain. Mr. 
Thomson, Balbegno, who presided and made the presen- 
tation, spoke in high praise of Mr. Smith’s professional 
skill and personal worth. He also touchingly referred 
to the pleasant memories they all possessed of their old 
veterinary surgeon, who had so long laboured cheerfully 
and patiently to relieve the sufferings of their dumb 
servants. Mr. Smith, in acknowledging the presenta- 
tion, spoke of the good feeling which had always existed 
between him and the farmers, and thanked them and all 
his friends in and around Fettercairn for the kindness 
they had shown him, and especially those who had con- 

tributed to this valuable gift..—V. B. A. 


OBITUARY. 

CHARLES Hatt Martin, M.R.C.V.S., Alfriston, Sussex. 
Graduated, Lond., April, 1859. 

A correspondent writes us that Mr. Hall died on Feb. 

7th, and notes that he was for many years veterinary 

surgeon to the London General Omnibus Company. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette. 
War Orrice, Patt MALL, Feb. 23. 


THe IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 


The appointment of E. Muter, gent., M.R.C.V.S., as 
Veterinary Officer, with the temporary rank of Vet.- 
Lieutenant, is cancelled. 

H. G. Westgate, gent., to be Veterinary Officer, with 
the temporary rank of Vet.-Lieutenant. 


Vet.-Lieuts. T. A. Huband and W. B. Wallis sailed 
from Liverpool in ss. Cymric on Feb. 28th.—7'he Times. 


VETERINARY OFFICERS SERVING IN CAPE CoLony. 


Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel 
Rayment, G.J.R., Cape Town, L. of C. 

Offg. P.V.O. 20th Nov., 1899. 
Vet.-Majors 


Crow, W.A., Sterkstroom, S.V.O., 3rd Div. 
Smith, F,, Chieveley, Under Orders for Ca 
Pallin, D. C. Modder R., §.V.O., Ist 
Day, E., Stellenbosch, Remounts. 
Forsdyke, F. W., Naauwpoort, No. 2Sec. F.V.H. 
Vet.-Capts. 

Cooper, J.. DeAar, Sick. 
Blenkinsop, J. L., D.S.0., Modder R., 
Sharp, F. 
Richardson, 


Town. 
ivision. 


12th Lan. ete. 
= nsburg, 6th Dragoon 
etc., 8.V.O. Cav. Div. 
Lawson, E., Naauwpoort, Remounts. 
Drage, F. B., Rensburg, Household Cavalry. 


Eassie, F., Port Elizabeth, Remounts. 
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Vet.-Lieuts. 

Loughlin, J.. De Aar, Remounts. 

Rose, U., Queenstown, 

Sullivan, H.A., Orange R., Scots Greys. 

England, A., Cape Town, Base Vet. Stores, Head 
Quarters Staff, temp. 

Sawyer, H. J., Cradock, Yeo. Remounts, temp. 

Lane, A. H., Sterkstroom, Mtd. Inf. Transport. 

Carr, F. U., Rensburg, 10th Hussars, etc. 

Southey, J. B., Modder R., R.A. R.E. 

Todd, A.G., Modder R., 9th Lancers, A.S.C. 

Conder, G., Sterkstroom, Mtd. Inf. and Details. 

Williams, A. J.. De Aar, R.A. R.E. 

Griffith, J. J., Stellenbosch, Remounts. 

Brown, E., Sterkstroom, B.A. 

Hunt, F. W., Modder R., 16th Lancers. 


Crvit V.S. 
Vet.-Surgeons 

Aitken, J. J., Stellenbosch, General duty. 
Donoghue, O’ J... Cape Town, Sanitary Officer. _. 
Deacon, A. F., Naauwport, General duty. 
Farrant, A. S., Queenstown, General duty. 
Fowler, J. E., Modder R., General duty. 
Glasse, M. St.G., DeAar, General duty. 
Hylton Jolliffe, C., Natal, under orders for Capetown 
Jarvis, E. M., Maitland, Details. 
Jackson, A.M., Port Elizabeth, General duty. 
Laurie, A.S., Orange R., General duty. 
Oliver, H. O., Rensburg, Cavalry Division. 
Pakeman, W.G., Naauwport, General duty, F.V.H. 
Webb, H. M., Arundel, General duty. 
Neale, C. R., Maitland, came over with New Zealand 

contingent, doing duty with Mtd. Inf. 
Douglas, J., Maitland, General duty. 


As some notice seems likely to be taken of the Army 
veterinary question raised the other day, perhaps I may 
be allowed to refer to it again. Some jfacts have since 
come to my knowledge which emphasize the evils arising 
from the unsatisfactory state of the department. The 
story of “M” Battery, R.H.A., is instructive. That 
battery is now on board the Pinemore, which had to re- 
turn to Liverpool to refit her propellor. It was quar- 
tered at Newbridge, in Ireland, and to complete the 
strength for despatch to the Cape a number of horses 
were sent over from England. These scratch animals, 
picked up hastily without proper supervision, took “ pink- 
eye” with them and infected the entire battery. Accord- 
ingly substitutes had to be found, and the Pinemore 
took her horses on board at Southampton going on to 

ueenstown for the men and guns, so that this battery 
of horse artillery is furnished with a lot of scratch teams 
entirely unknown to the men and, [ understand, without 
any training. This is only one instance among many 
of the spread of illness among horses due to lack of 
trained veterinary supervision. Of the numerous ship- 
loads of remounts it has recently been my lot to describe 
only one has been found free from infectious illness on 
embarcation. In the Rapidan, for which a lot of re- 
mounts were bought to make good the casualities at sea, 

landers broke out with very fatal results. And so on. 

o doubt things have had to be done ina hurry, but 
then all the more need for an efficient military veterinary 
staff. The lack of it has been conspicuously illustrated 
in the present emergency. And unless a change is made 
it will get less and less efficient as the disadvantages of 
the military compared with the civil career increase. 
Some years ago the former was the more attractive, be- 
cause it offered a_ better social position. Now, the 
tables are turned. In 1882, when the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act was passed the College only required a 
nominal standard of education and an 18 months’ curri- 
culum. The profession was then manned by inferior 
men, and the “cow doctor” was a very humble person, 


Now the standard is the same as for the medical profes- 
sion, and the curriculum four years. A totally different 
class of men is attracted, better educated and with more 
means. And they make very good—even large—ip. 
comes on account of the development of veterinary syr- 
gery all round, and particularly in some special depart- 
ments such as canine surgery, in which large fees are 
= The “ vet.” is now the equal in all respects of the 
ocal doctor. Meantime, the Army veterinary surgeon 
has been placed at a disadvantage as compared with 
other non-combatant departments. He alone retains the 
inviduous qualifying prefix to his military title, he alone 
is unprotected by the Geneva Convention, although con- 
stantly under fire and often employed in dangerous duty 
as galloper to the commanding officer. A veterinary 
surgeon is at the present moment a prisoner in Pretoria ; 
yet he is denied the rank allowed to non-combatant 
officers. Then, again, in the English Army the veteri- 
nary surgeon is not a regimental officer, but only 
attached ; yet he has no departmental staff under him, 
as uther departmental officers have, and cannot give a 
direct order. In the Indian Army he has his own staff, 
and veterinary staffs are being sent from India now to 
South Africa. This in itself seems sufficient to prove the 
absurd position of the department of home and its in- 
adequacy.— 7'he Times. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


“ADMINISTRATIVE” AND “ EXECUTIVE” 


Dear Sir, 

Will you kindly inform me through the next issue of 
The Veterinary Record the following questions :— 

1. What is the exact meaning of executive veterinary 
officers and their duties ? : 

2. What is meant by the term administrative vetert- 
7 officers and also what are their duties ! 

Thanking you in anticipation.—Yours faithfully, 

FRAncals. 


[We can only offer our Paris correspondent the diction- 
ary definition of the words Adminastrative: Executwe. 
While the broad sense of the words are probably very 
similar on either side of the Channel, it is more than 
probable that the exact value given to them varies 10 
different localities. 


Administrative—That administers or by which one 
administers. 

Administration—The act of administering or col 
ducting any office. 

Evrecutive—Executing or carrying out or seeing effect 
given, specially to a law or decree]. 


‘DIRECTORIES AND UNREGISTERED MEX. 


ir, 
I believe the question “ Why do certain names with 
the words veterinary surgeon appended, appeal re 
Kelly’s directories, when no such names appear 10 elt c 
of our registers”? has frequently been asked. I ee 
it my business last week to prevent such a — . 
being made in two instances when Messrs, +. y 
representative was canvassing the district for =. this 
Possibly by. a we may abolish 
ittle griev — ithfu 
grievance ours faithtu L. Ros 


Communications, Books, aND PAPERS RECEIVED 
E. Wallis Hoare, H. L. Roberts, E. P. Owen, G. 7. 
H.S.Elphick. Lt. Col. Berne. Nemus.” “ The 

Syllabus of Examinations by The Sanitary Institute, 
Lynn Advertiser, The Irish Daily Independent. 
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